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Southern Grace plans three shows
Southern Grace, a country gospel band from the Shenandoah Valley, returns to the Northern Neck 
this weekend. Tour stops will include a Special Olympics fundraiser from 5:30-8 p.m. Friday, August 
19, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 8484 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster; a Music by the River concert from 6-8 
p.m. Saturday, August 20, at Belle Isle State Park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster; and a praise and 
worship service from 9:45-11 a.m. Sunday, August 21, at White Stone Church of the Nazarene, 57 Whisk 
Drive, White Stone. Band members from left include Isaac Stroupe, Richie Testa, Joe Shifflett, Dave 
Napier and Larry Kyger. Organizers of the Special Olympics fundraiser are requesting a $10 donation 
per person, or greater. And there is a $5 parking fee at the state park. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Richmond artist Matt Lively has 
been selected to judge the 61st 

annual Labor Day Art Show at the 
RAL Art Center, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Lively is a talented and diverse 
artist with an incredible resume, 
reported executive director Doug 
Mock. He earned a bachelor’s in fine 
arts in sculpture from Virginia Com-
monwealth University in 1993 and 
has exhibited nationally and interna-
tionally in numerous solo, juried and 
group exhibitions. 

Lively has taught at VCU and the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Art Studio 
School and operates his own classes 
“Painting Outside with Matt Lively” 
where he inspires up and coming 
along with professional artists.  

Lively is on the board of 1708 Gal-
lery, co-founder of the award-winning 
collaborative environmental sculpture 
duo, Lively/Harper. He is a contribut-
ing founding member of Ink Tank 
Lab, serves as art director of short 
independent films and is the producer 
of the documentary “Death.”

Lively has organized a range of 
community projects and is involved 
with Mending Walls and Artists for 
Hope both in Richmond. His work 
can be found in collections through-
out the U.S, Canada, Europe, Austra-
lia and China.

Lively was a recipient of the Theresa 
Pollak Prize for Excellence in the Arts.

Virginia’s Li’l Ole Opry on Satur-
day, August 20, will offer a mixed-
theme show, featuring a Tribute to 
the Eagles and the annual Sounds of 
Summer.

The show will be held at the Harry 
M. Ward Auditorium, Mathews High 
School, 9889 Buckley Hall Road, 
Mathews. Doors will open at 7:30 
p.m. and the show will begin at 8 
p.m.

“Nothing beats the feeling of sand 
between our toes and sunshine on 
our shoulders, except maybe the 
great music that comes along with 
the best season of the year,” said 
production manager Lynda Smith. 
“Add to that the amazing sounds of 
one of the best bands in our time, 
The Eagles, and you have a power-
packed show!”  

Performers will include Wil-
liam Earl Sadler, Richard Smith, 
David Shuber, Sam Hogge, Lynda 
Smith, Jeff Long, Mike Gregg, Tracy 
Hill, Ralph Motley, Susan Ripley, 
LeighAnn Abbott and special guest, 
Hayden Owens.

Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$5 for ages 12 and younger. Tick-
ets can be purchased in advance 
at the Mathews Visitor Center in 
Mathews and Marketplace Antiques 
in Hayes. Tickets are also available 

“We are thrilled to have Matt judge 
our 61st annual show,” said Mock. 
“Someone with Matt’s background, 
talent and enthusiasm is exactly what 
RAL needs to judge this incredible 
exhibition of fine art.”

The 61st Annual Labor Day Art 
Show will open to the public August 
31 and will continue to October 1. 
The public is welcome to attend the 
RAL First Friday reception from 5-7 
p.m. September 2 when award win-
ners will be announced and many of 
the exhibiting artists will be present.

The Northern Neck Orchestra (NNO) recently 
announced its 2022-23 Chamber Music Series, featuring 
four concerts.

“The chamber music series will showcase a rich vari-
ety of music by composers from different countries, dif-
ferent eras and different styles performed by exceptional 
musicians,” said Moises Cunha, NNO concertmaster and 
principal violinist, who is artistic director of the series. 
“We are particularly pleased to be performing the world 
premiere of a wonderful sonata by Northern Neck com-
poser and pianist George Warren.”

Chamber series tickets are $100 and single concert 
tickets are $30. All concerts will be performed at 2 p.m. 
Tickets may be purchased at www.northernneckorches-
tra.org or the check-in desk. Students will be admitted 
free.

The chamber music series will open on September 11 
at Good Luck Cellars, 1025 Goodluck Road, Kilmarnock, 
with “Music of the Americas,” featuring the world pre-
miere of Warren’s Sonata for Violin and Piano, William 
Grant Still’s Suite for Violin and Piano and John Adams’ 
Road Movies.  

The concert will be performed by Warren at the piano 

and Cunha on violin. Now based in Los Angeles, Warren 
has performed with the NNO and at Good Luck Cellars, 
while residing with his parents in White Stone.  

The series will continue November 13 with, “Music for 
Solo Piano,”at Grace Episcopal Church, 303 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. Pianist Andre’ Golbert will perform 
solo works by Frederic Chopin, Claude Debussy and 
Maurice Ravel.

On February 26, “Music for Horn, Piano and Violin” 
will be presented at Good Luck Cellars. Musicians 
will include Lauren Hunt, horn; Andre’ Golbert, piano; 
and Cunha, violin. They will play Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s Horn Trio and Johannes Brahms’ Horn Trio in 
E-flat major.

On April 16,  ”Music for Guitar” will be presented at 
Good Luck Cellars with Cunha, violin; Daniel Duarte, 
guitar; and the Northern Neck Orchestra String Quar-
tet. The music will include Hector Villa-Lobos’ Guitar 
Etudes; Niccolo Paganini’s Cantabile  for Violin and 
Guitar and Sonata in E-major for Violin and Guitar; Astor 
Piazzolla’s Night Club in 1960 for Violin and Guitar and 
Café 1930 for Violin and Guitar; and Luigi Boccherini’s 
Fandango for Guitar and Quintet.

Garfield’s Rescue Inc. (GRI) 
will host Wine & Whiskers, a ben-
efit evening of music, wine, hors 
d’oeuvres and a silent auction from 
5-8 p.m. September 22 at Triple V 
Farms, 3138 Jessie duPont Memo-
rial Highway, Heathsville. The rain 
date is September 29.

Guests can support GRI’s home-
less cat rescue mission while enjoy-
ing the evening’s festivities that 
include wine from the private stock 
of Triple V Farms; hors d’oeuvres 
provided and served by Car Wash 
Cafe; and the spinning of tunes for 
the evening by Paragon DJs. Table 
centerpieces will be designed by 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club. For 
added interest and opportunity, a 
50/50 raffle winner will be chosen 
at the end of the evening.

Event chairman Karen Peter-
son, reported on the “tremendous 
support” of  businesses, individu-

als and talented artisans that have 
donated silent auction items. Many 
donors have a special cat—or 
two!—in their lives and were eager 
to help support GRI’s vision.

Auction items include original 

The Chesapeake Chorale, a mixed-voice community 
chorus, recently announced a resumption of concerts for 
this Christmas season.

The 25th anniversary set of performances will take 
place the first week of December, reported Carole 
Fletcher. 

Programs are scheduled for 8 p.m. December 2 at Nor-
thumberland High School, 8 p.m. December 3 at Lan-
caster Middle School, 3 p.m. December 4 at St. Clare 
Walker Middle School and 3 p.m. December 5 at Historic 
Christ Church.

The first rehearsal will be held at 7:30 p.m. September 
12 at Grace Episcopal Church, 303 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The chorale board and music director Dr. Cheryl Davis 
are looking forward to greeting all singers throughout the 
Northern Neck who have sung with the chorale in past 
years, and all those who would like a new singing adven-
ture bringing back Christmas concerts, said Fletcher. 

There are no auditions required, just a love of music 
and the fun that comes with sharing the message of the 
season, she said.

at the door on show night, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

The Opry Talent Search 2022 is 
coming September 17. Interested 
participants are encouraged to sign 
up before August 29 at www.donks-
theater.com.

artwork, custom furniture and over-
flowing themed baskets containing 
special entertainment for fami-
lies, or that appeal to aficionados 
of landscaping, health and beauty, 
sports and fitness and jewelry and 
clothing. Visit garfieldsrescue@
gmail.com for previews of items.

Tickets for the event are $30. 
Tickets may be purchased in 
advance at www.garfieldsrescue.
org, or at Triple V Farms; WOWD, 
12 South Main Street, Kilmar-
nock; Bayside Animal Hospital, 
78 Whisk Drive, White Stone; and 
FNCAS Thrift Shop, 80 Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway, Bur-
gess. Patrons must be at least age 
21 to purchase tickets.

GRI’s humane rescue, foster to 
adopt program enables abandoned 
cats to heal and thrive, preparing 
them for adoption into a loving 
“furever” home.

Matt Lively

Richmond artist to judge
61st RAL Labor Day Show

NNO Chamber Music Series will
feature music for piano, horn, guitar 
and world premiere of a new sonata

Gloucester native and Opry lead 
guitar player, Sam Hogge, is one of 
the performers for Saturday’s show.

Two-for-one show at
Virginia’s Li’l Ole Opry

This original painting specifically for 
the Wine & Whiskers event by artist 
Brook Penick will be auctioned.

Wine & Whiskers event to 
support cat adoption efforts

Chesapeake Chorale will begin 
practices for Christmas concerts

AREA EVENTS
■ Piano concert

Pianist Svetlana Smolina will return to Grace Episcopal Church, 303 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, on Saturday, August 20. The performance will begin 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 and will be available at the door beginning at 6:30 p.m.

■ Special appearance
Rockfish & the Rivermen will be featured at 7 p.m. Saturday, August 20, at 

the Kilmarnock Brewhaus, 44 West Church Street, Kilmarnock.

■ Strings reunion
Stephen Bennett and Bill Gurley will be featured at Flat Iron Crossroads, 

7709 Flat Iron Road, Gloucester, from 6:30-9:30 p.m. August 27. Tickets are 
$25. Purchase tickets at www.flatironcrossroads.com.

■ Summer concert
Concerts by the Creek will continue from 6-9 p.m. August 27 with The Jan-

gling Reinharts under the pavilion at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 504 
Main Street, Reedville. Purchase $10 advance tickets at rfmuseum.org.

■ RGC anniversary
The Rappahannock Garden Club (RGC) is celebrating its 60-year anniver-

sary on September 8 at Grace Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock.
 Among the many festivities members and guests will enjoy, RGC will hold 

a huge yard sale including artisanal crafts, plants, jewelry and baked goods. 
The public is welcome at 1 p.m.

■ Jazz in blue
Rhythm in Blue, a jazz ensemble of the U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band, 

will return August 28 to the Irvington Commons, 98 King Carter Drive, Irvington. 
The show will begin at 6 p.m. Bring lawn chairs and picnics.


